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Minutes of the Council Meeting of Nettleden with Potten End Parish Council 

held at 7.30pm on Thursday, 18 October 2024 

at the Church Room, Church Rd, Potten End, HP4 2QY 

Present: D Burfot (chair), J Berry, E Brennan, D Grimsdale, S Nelson, H Smith and D Westenholz-
Smith 

In attendance:  T Douris (Borough and County Councillor), A Farrow (Parish Clerk), K Furness (Parish 
Warden) and fourteen members of the public. 

 

Agenda 
ref. 

Agenda item 

24/109 Apologies for absence - none 

24/110 Declaration of interests – Cllr Burfot declared a pecuniary interest in item 24/120.c. 

24/111 Minutes 

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council at 7:30pm on 19 September 2024 
as circulated to members be signed as a correct record. Agreed unanimously. 

24/112 Election of new Councillor – Resolved that Mr Chris Pocock be co-opted onto the Council 
with effect from 18 October 2024. Agreed by a majority. Mr Pocock signed the acceptance 
of office which was witnessed by the Proper Officer. 

24/113 Public Issues 

a. With respect to item 24/115.a, Cllr Duris was thanked for his efforts in resolving issues 
arising from the event at Highridge Farm on 13-15 September. 

b. Noted that the hedges along Nettleden Rd were encroaching on the highway but that this 
had already been reported. 

c. With respect to item 24/120.e, background was provided regarding the request from the 
charity Toy Hub for a grant from the Parish Council. 

d. With respect to item 24/115, concern was expressed regarding objects on the verge outside 
Oakwood House, Bullbeggars Lane. Noted that these objects did not create sufficient 
concern for the Parish Council to get involved. 

e. With respect to item 24/118.d, background was provided regarding the proposal to hold a 
circus on the sports field in October 2025. 

24/114 Correspondence received not covered elsewhere in the agenda 

a. Noted that a CPR and defibrillator training session funded by the Parish Council was 
scheduled for 2pm on Saturday 9 November. 

24/115 General matters outstanding – noted as presented to members: 
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a. Highridge Farm – noted the update on the event held on 13-15 September provided by 
Dacorum BC as presented to members.  Accepted the offer arranged by Cllr Douris that 
officers from Dacorum should attend the November Council Meeting to answer questions.  

24/116 Parish Warden – litter picking had been undertaking. There had been no new fly tipping and 
the mattresses reported previously had been cleared. The burial ground hedge had been 
cut, a branch overhanging Vicarage Road had been cut back, and a start had been made on 
cutting back vegetation at the Old Green. 

24/117 Report of Traffic and Highways Working Party  

a. Outstanding issues – noted as presented to members with the following updates: 

i. HertsLynx had completed over 17,000 trips in Dacorum with c.600 to and from 
Potten End. The service to the Alford Arms had been temporarily suspended 
because of access problems and was unlikely to be re-instated. 

ii. Reported parking issues at the end of Homefield would be monitored but no 
bollards would be installed for the time being. 

b. Roadworks – noted the update presented to members. 

c. Frithsden Lane  

i. Resolved that in accordance with the council’s powers under section 137 of the 
Local Government Act 1972 that it should incur expenditure of £1,600 to 
Hertfordshire County Council being a contribution toward the installation of signage 
relating to Frithsden Lane and Ashridge House as detailed on the report submitted 
to members, which in the opinion of the Council is in the interest of the area and its 
inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure. 
Agreed unanimously. 

ii. Noted that this expenditure will be offset by a donation of £800 from EF Corporate 
Education Ltd on behalf of Ashridge House and so net expenditure is less than the 
£1,200 agreed previously in 24/103/d. 

24/118 Report and Update from the Open Spaces and Leisure Working Party 

a. Work to trees and undergrowth on the Conservation Green – agreed to request proposals 
for the work outlined and then to assess whether to proceed in the light of other projects 
under consideration and the Council’s available budget. 

b. New benches on Spencer Holland and The Green – agreed the proposal as presented to 
members, including the transfer of £900 from earmarked reserves. 

c. Burial Ground – agreed proposed changes to rules as presented to members. 

d. Use of the sports field for a circus in 2025 by the Friends of Potten End School – agreed 
that the Council would like to support the Friends if at all possible, but concern was 
expressed at the risk of damage to the sports field surface from an event in October and the 
potential problems from traffic. Agreed that further discussions should take place. 

e. Edge of The Green – deferred to next meeting 

24/119 Report and update from the Planning Working Party 

a. Decisions by Dacorum BC on planning applications – noted as presented to members.  
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b. Planning Applications – noted that no responses had been given under the Clerk’s 
delegated powers since the last Council Meeting. 

c. Planning applications – agreed responses to the following application: 

24/02207/FHA Oakwood House, Bullbeggars Lane, Potten End, HP4 2RS No objection 

New entrance gates 

24/02200/LBC Forge Farm, Nettleden Road, HP1 3DQ No objection 

Infill beams with timber structure and lime plaster and oak door with window, rooflight to 
be added to the pitched roof in the ensuite bathroom, insulated cupboard around the 
external boiler. 

d. Planning applications – the following application had received since the agenda was 
published. 

24/02314/TPO 5 The Laurels, Potten End, HP4 2SP No objection 

Works to trees 

e. Planning appeals – noted that an appeal has been lodged by 21 Hedgeside against 
Dacorum’s decision to refuse permission for a front extension and front canopy with 
relocation of front entrance way (24/00655/RET). 

f. Dacorum Local Plan – noted that the pre-submission Local Plan had been agreed by 
Dacorum and that a 6 week consultation period will commence on 4 November. Agreed that 
the Council would consider its response at its November meeting. 

24/120 Report and update from the Finance and Administration Working Party 

a. Financial results to 30 September - noted as presented to members 

b. Bank reconciliation – noted as presented to members. 

c. Payment of invoices – agreed payments as attached. 

d. Payments received and due – noted as presented to members. 

e. Resolved to make a grant of £250 to Toy Hub. Agreed unanimously. 

f. CIL update – noted as presented to members 

g. s137 update – noted as presented to members 

h. Grass cutting and warden contract renewals 

i. Resolved that the Council intends to maintain grounds maintenance services at the 
current level when setting the budget in January 2025 irrespective of any decision 
by Dacorum BC regarding Warden and Concurrent Services Grants, noting that both 
the existing grass cutting and warden contracts have break clauses which will be 
maintained in any new contracts. Agreed unanimously. 

ii. Agreed to issue a request for proposals for the renewal of the grass cutting contract. 

iii. Resolved to renew the warden’s contract for a further three years without going to 
competitive tender on the basis that the warden is a de facto employee, subject to 
any increase in rates being agreed in consultation with the Finance and 
Administration Working Party. Agreed unanimously. 
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24/121 Date and time of next meetings 

The next meetings will be held at the Church Room, Potten End starting at 7:30pm on  

Thursdays 21 November and 19 December 2024 

The meeting closed at 9.15pm 

 

 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………………………………………………………   Dated ………………….. 


