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Minutes of the Council Meeting of Nettleden with Potten End Parish Council 

held at 7.30pm on Thursday, 19 September 2024 

at the Church Room, Church Rd, Potten End, HP4 2QY 

Present: E Brennan, D Grimsdale, S Nelson, H Smith, E Spanswick and D Westenholz-Smith 

In attendance:  T Douris (Borough and County Councillor), A Farrow (Parish Clerk), and nine 
members of the public. 

Agenda 
ref. 

Agenda item 

24/095 Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Burfot and Berry. In the 
absence of Cllr Burfot it was resolved unanimously that Cllr Grimsdale should chair the 
meeting. 

24/096 Declaration of interests none. 

24/097 Minutes 

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council at 7:30pm on 18 July 2024 as 
circulated to members be signed as a correct record. Agreed unanimously. 

24/098 Councillor matters 

i. Noted that Councillor Spanswick will retire with effect from 20 September 2024 
ii. Agreed that the Clerk should advertise the vacancy for a new councillor 

24/099 Public Issues 

a. A representative of the Safer Gravel Path Action Group updated the council on the group’s 
activities, in particular with regard to Trident Junction which lay in the parish. Agreed that 
they would liaise with Cllr Douris regarding possible improvements. 

b. Concern was expressed at the noise nuisance emanating from Highridge Farm on 13/14 
September. Cllr Douris confirmed that the authorities had not been told about the event in 
advance and that no licenses had been applied for. Dacorum and the Police were liaising 
about how best to coordinate a response when events like this took place. 

c. An update was requested on the restriction of access to part of the highway adjacent to 
Oakwood House. Cllr Douris agreed to investigate. 

d. The publican of Martins Pond Pub:  

i. would like to establish level ground on The Green opposite the car park for benches. 
He was asked to present a proposal to the Clerk. 

ii. would like to hold a German Christmas market which would require Hempstead 
Lane outside the pub to be closed. He was asked to present a proposal to the Clerk. 

e. With regard to 24/105.f (replacement dwelling at Frithsden Vineyard) it was requested that 
Dacorum be asked that the Tree Protection Plan submitted in response to a condition be 
updated.  

24/100 Correspondence received not covered elsewhere in the agenda 
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a. Dacorum Borough Council Electoral Review – noted and agreed to take no further action. 

b. Review of Dacorum Borough Council’s Gambling Act 2005 Statement of Principles – noted 
and agreed to take no further action. 

c. Land at Church Farm, Great Gaddesden – this land which runs alongside Pipers Hill was on 
the market for sale split into a number of small plots. The land is in the National Landscape 
which should make development difficult, and Dacorum have agreed to place an Article 4 
restriction on the land. Technically it falls in the parish of Great Gaddesden but there would 
be implications for Nettleden if development took place. Noted but no action required. 

24/101 General matters outstanding – noted as presented to members with the following actions: 

a. Bridlepath across golf course – noted that Dacorum were unable to complete repairs to the 
bridleway. Agreed in principle to pay for materials to repair the bridlepath from CIL if the 
golf club would undertake the work and subject to the cost being acceptable. 

b. Fault in overflow pipe from the pond – the clerk was asked to continue to obtain quotes for 
this work. 

24/102 Parish Warden – grass and hedge cutting had been carried out and the water butts at the 
burial ground had been topped up.  Fly-tipping had been reported. Branches overhanging 
the play equipment had been cut back and grass growing over the edge of the wetpour had 
been strimmed. The hedge behind the goal on Spencer Holland had been cut back as far as 
possible. The information board had been installed on The Green 

24/103 Report of Traffic and Highways Working Party  

a. Outstanding issues – noted as presented to members with the following updates: 

i. The chevrons at the junction of Nettleden Rd and Frithsden Lane had been installed. 
ii. The traffic lights outside 76 Hempstead Lane will be retained until March 2025 to 

allow work to be completed. 
iii. A survey of Homefield residents showed insufficient support to expand parking onto 

the grass area which won’t now be taken forward. 
iv. Work to reduce the speed limit along The Common to 40mph will commence on 13 

November. The road will be closed for the work. 

b. Roadworks – noted the update presented to members. 

c. Service of remembrance road closure – noted that an application for the closure of The 
Common for the duration of the Service of Remembrance on 10 November had been 
submitted and agreed. 

d. Frithsden Lane signs – Resolved  

i. to incur expenditure of up to £1,200 to Hertfordshire County Council toward the 
installation of two “unsuitable for HGV” and “caution horses” signs at either end of 
Frithsden Lane, the final amount to be agreed by the Clerk in conjunction with the 
Highways Working Party. 

ii. that in accordance with the council’s powers under section 137 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 that it should incur expenditure of up to £1,200 to 
Hertfordshire County Council being a contribution toward the installation of two 
“Unsuitable for HGV” and two “caution horses” signs, one at either end of Frithsden 
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Lane, which in the opinion of the council is in the interest of the area and its 
inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.  

iii. that the expenditure be funded by a transfer from the CIL reserve. 

All agreed unanimously. 

e. Village entry gates – Resolved  that in accordance with the council’s powers under section 
137 of the Local Government Act 1972 that it should incur expenditure of £2,500 to 
Hertfordshire County Council being the cost of the installation of two village entry gates on 
The Common, which in the opinion of the council is in the interest of the area and its 
inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure 
(originally approved under 24/037.d but without the appropriate s137 resolution). Agreed 
unanimously. 

f. HertsLynx/Frithsden – noted that HertsLynx was having problems accessing Frithsden Lane 
from Nettleden Rd because of parked cars and overgrown hedgerow. Cllr Douris agreed not 
have the hedge cut back and to arrange a meeting with interested parties to identify a way 
forward. 

24/104 Report and Update from the Open Spaces and Leisure Working Party 

a. Pub benches on Parish Council land - agreed the proposal as presented to members subject 
in addition to the pubs being responsible for maintaining the benches in good order and 
being responsible for the containers they allowed to be used on Council land. 

b. Accessibility improvements - agreed the proposal for The Green and Spencer Holland. 

c. Pond information board – noted the board had been installed and that a framed print of the 
graphics had been presented to the donors. 

d. Carols on The Green – agreed a donation of £250 to Amersham Brass Band to support 
Carols on the Green on 21 December. 

e. Work to trees and undergrowth on the Conservation Green – agreed to defer to the next 
meeting. 

f. Work to trees and undergrowth at entrance to the sports field – agreed the scope of the 
work as presented to members. 

g. Village pond 

i. unanimously agreed the scope of the work, including the use of a mechanical digger 
to remove the deeply embedded water lilies. 

ii. agreed by a majority that the risk of using suppliers other than Clearwater who had 
successfully maintained the pond for over ten years for this specific high-risk work 
was so great that it negated the need to obtain competitive bids. 

iii. agreed by a majority to expenditure of £5,700 which as previously agreed would be 
funded from the CIL reserve. 

h. Spencer Holland –  

i. noted that agreement had been given for the use of Spencer Holland for a charity 
cake sale. 

ii. agreed the form of agreement to use Parish Council land for charity events. 

i. Football clubs – noted that neither youth team had been able to raise a team for the 
2024/25 season. Agreed to allow one team from Berkhamsted Raiders to use the sports field 
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for one month with a view to a longer-term arrangement if there was no noticeable impact 
on Homefield. 

j. Play equipment – repairs to the wetpour around the roundabout would be completed 
shortly. 

k. Burial ground – agreed that all future graves should be shored 

24/105 Report and update from the Planning Working Party 

a. Decisions by Dacorum BC on planning applications – noted as presented to members.  

b. Planning Applications – to note responses given under the Clerk’s delegated powers since 
the last Council Meeting. 

24/01742/ROC 26 Hempstead Lane, Potten End, HP4 2SD No objection 

Variation of conditions to 22/03390/ROC and 22/01464/FUL 

24/01771/ROC Gutteridge Farm House, The Common, Potten End, HP4 
2QF 

No objection 

Variation of condition 2 (Approved Plans) attached to planning permission 21/00995/FUL 
(Conversion of building to form 5 dwellings.) 

24/01295/DRC 7 Olivers Close, Potten End, HP4 2SL No objection 

Details as required by condition 2 (Privacy Screen) attached to planning permission 
APP/A1910/D/23/3332110 (23/01330/FHA) - (Retention of replacement decking and 
additional raised decking and installation of privacy screen). 

24/01598/FHA High House, 35 Rambling Way, Potten End, HP4 2SF No objection 

Proposed double garage in front drive 

24/01806/FHA 28 Hempstead Lane, Potten End, HP4 2SD No objection 

Single storey rear extension, new front porch canopy and attached double garage. 

24/01807/FHA 74 Hempstead Lane, Potten End, HP4 2SD No objection 

Extension and modernisation of residential dwelling 

24/01872/LDP Frithsden Vineyard, Frithsden Lane, HP1 3DD Object 

Replacement greenhouse 

c. Planning applications – to agree a response to the following application: 

24/01918/FHA Heath Cottage, Little Heath Lane, Potten End, HP4 2RY No objection 

Two storey front extensions, part single, part two storey rear extension & single storey side 
extension. Detached garage. 

24/01919/FHA 3 Roman Road, Nettleden, HP1 3DA No objection 

Single storey rear extension featuring 1no. sliding doors and 4no. rooflights, followed by the 
replacement of window frames on the front of the property. 

24/01958/RET Roseheath Wood, Bullbeggars Lane, Potten End, HP4 2RS Object 

New electric gates and pillars 
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24/01961/FHA Little Paddock, Frithsden Copse, Potten End, HP4 2RG No objection 

Construction of detached outbuilding 

d. Planning applications – to consider any applications had been received since the agenda 
was published. 

24/02074/TCA 14 The Back, Potten End, HP4 2QS No objection 

Ginko. Reduce crown by 1-2m all over to create a smaller, balanced crown 

24/02075/TPO 4 The Laurels, Potten End, HP4 2SP No objection 

Works to trees 

e. 23/01211/FUL (23 Water End Rd and land to rear of 21 Water End Rd) – noted that this 
had been approved by Dacorum’s Development Management Committee. 

f. 22/00064/REFU (replacement dwelling at Frithsden Vineyard) – noted that the Planning 
Inspector has allowed the appeal against Dacorum’s decision to refuse planning permission. 

24/106 Report and update from the Finance and Administration Working Party 

a. Bank reconciliation – noted as presented to members. 

b. Payment of invoices  

i. noted payments made in August 

ii. agreed payments as presented to members  

c. Payments received and due – noted as presented to members. 

d. CIL update – deferred to the next meeting 

e. s137 update – deferred to the next meeting 

f. 2023-24 audit – noted 

i. that no comments were raised by the external auditor 

ii. that the notice of the conclusion of the audit and the availability of the Annual 
Governance & Accountability Return would be available for inspection by electors 
from 23 September to 18 October 2024 

g. Warden and Concurrent Services Grants – agreed a response to Dacorum Borough Council’s 
request for an impact assessment were the grants to be reduced or cancelled as proposed. 

24/108 Date and time of next meetings 

The next meetings will be held at the Church Room, Potten End starting at 7:30pm on  

Thursdays 17 October and 21 November 2024 

The meeting closed at 9:50pm 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………………………………………   Dated ………………………… 


