) Nettleden with Potten End Parish Council

www.nettledenpottenendpc.org.uk T: 01442781124 E: clerk@nettledenpottenendpc.org.uk

Minutes of Nettleden with Potten End Parish Council
Council Meeting

Held at 7.30pm on Thursday, 17'" September 2020

Online at: https://us02web.zoom.us/i/86849371074?pwd=QUhJei9XRVNOaWxWd3ZwNzRHRWZ2dz09

Present: Clirs D Burfot, E Brennan, D Grimsdale, S Nelson, H Smith, E Spanswick and D Westenholz-

Smith.
In attendance: Mr T Douris (Ward Councillor), Mr A Farrow (Parish Clerk), and four members of the
public.
Agenda Agenda topic
number
20/082 Apologies ’
Cllr Wright’s apologies for absence were accepted.
20/083 Interests
a. The following declarations of interest from councillors were noted — ClIr Nelson item
20/094.a (House in the Wood), Clir Smith item 20/094.b and Clir Burfot item 20/096. The
Clerk also noted that item 20/097 concerned his terms of employment.
b. There were no written requests for dispensations for declarable interests.
€. There were no requests for dispensations.
20/084 Minutes
Resolved: that the minutes of the meetings of the Council on the 16" July 2020 as
circulated to members be signed as a correct record.
20/085 Public Issues
a. The Gardening Club’s scarecrow competition which the Parish Council had agreed could
be held on The Green on Saturday 19" September was reviewed in the light of the
Government’s announcement on social distancing on 14™ September. The Club had
prepared a risk assessment, the scarecrows would be spread around The Green with
signs indicating a preferred direction of travel. The Council confirmed that the
competition should continue.
b. Noted that a complaint had been received that the Parish Council had not marked VJ Day
on 15 August.
20/086 Coronavirus update
a. Noted that Hertfordshire CC had issued an update on the situation in Hertfordshire on

11™ September and that care needed to be taken to prevent a second spike.
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b. Resolved that the agreement made by the council on 26" June 2020 by which the three
pubs in the parish be allowed to use parish land be extended to 31 December 2020.
Agreed unanimously.

20/087 Report from the Parish Warden (submitted after the meeting as the Warden was unable
to join for technical reasons).

Both bus shelters had been treated. Ivy on the illuminated speeding sign by the former
Tates Garage had been removed. Five fallen trees had been cleared three from footpaths
in the village and one each on Bullbeggars Lane and Little Heath Lane. Hedges had been
cut at the cemetery and behind the goal on Spencer Holland Recreation Ground. Fly-
tipping on Little Heath Lane and by the Alford Arms had been cleared. Two graves had
been topped up at the burial ground and the protective netting around the apple trees
on The Green had been repaired.

Agreed that the Parish Warden could purchase a wheelbarrow to help with the
maintenance of the burial ground.

20/088 National Trust Report
The annual deer cull will start in about six weeks.
20/089 Proposals for a Unitary Authority in Hertfordshire

Noted that Hertfordshire County Council was consulting on proposals to become a
unitary authority. A Government white paper setting guidelines for the creation of
Unitary Authorities was anticipated. The impact on Nettleden with Potten End PC was
unclear but the position would continue to be monitored.

20/090 Parish Plan

Noted that revised terms of reference would be submitted for agreement at the next
council meeting. In the meantime anyone interested in working on the Parish Plan
should contact the Parish Clerk.

20/091 Report and Update from the Traffic and Highways Working Party
a. Gas mains work at junction of The Common and School Lane

Noted that damage to the slabs by the bus stop caused by the contractors is due to be
repaired on 22" September 2020.

b. Hertfordshire County Council Speed Management Strategy consultation
Noted the response submitted to Hertfordshire CC by the Highways WP.
¢. Speed Limit on The Common

Noted that this should be deferred three months pending the outcome of the Speed
Management Strategy consultation.

d. Hempstead Lane verge encroachment

Noted that Hertfordshire Highways were to instruct contractors to retake the land being
used for parking.

e. Clearance of pond drain outside Martins
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Noted that this was scheduled for clearance in the 2021/22 workplan.
20/092 Report and Update from the Open Spaces and Leisure Working Party
a. Village Map

Noted that copies of the map had been distributed to all houses in the parish and that a
number of very positive comments had been received.

b. Allotments

Resolved that the increase in allotment rents agreed on 19 September 2019 (07/09/10.e)
be deferred for a year as not all allotment holders were made aware of the change.
Agreed unanimously.

20/093 Report and Update from the Finance and Administration Working Party
a. 2020/21 Financial Report

Noted a projected year end surplus for regular expenditure/income of £9,500 against a
budget £5,800 with income up £1,300 primarily as a result of greater than anticipated
use of the burial ground, and costs down £1,900, primarily as a result of lower than
anticipated personnel costs.

b. Noted accounts paid since the last council meeting:

Payee Purpose Amount
DCVS Clerk’s August salary £726.14
DCVS Monthly fee for August payroll £25.20

b. Approved payment of the following accounts:

Payee Purpose Amount

K Furness Parish Warden duties (8 weeks from week £925.28
ending 3 July to 21 August + expenses)

A Farrow Clerk’s expenses £141.47

DCVS Clerk’s September salary £726.14

DCVS Monthly fee for September payroll £25.20

Barnes-Lewis SSL certificate for website £70.80

Consultants Ltd

Great Gaddesden PC 50% of cost of clerk attending a planning £60.00
course

d. Noted payments received:

Payee Purpose Amount
Interest August £0.33
J Ward Memorials Headstone for E Barchard £240.00
M Burt Ashes interment for P Donovan £700.00
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HMRC VAT repayment £2,201.01
e. Agreed the dates of Council meetings for 2021 (all starting at 7.30pm)

14 January

18 February
18 March (Annual Parish Meeting)
15 April

20 May

17 June

15 July

16 September
21 October
18 November
16 December

20/094 Report and update from the Planning Working Party

a. Noted the following responses to planning applications submitted to Dacorum BC since
the last Council Meeting under the Clerk’s delegated powers:

Reference Address Decision

number

20/01978/FHA Greenways, 59 Hempstead Lane, Potten End, No objection
HP4 2RZ

Demolition of conservatory and porch, single storey rear extension, garage conversion
and entrance canopy.

20/02077/FHA Moonfieet, Frithsden Copse, Potten End, HP4 No objection
2RG

Loft conversion and single storey extension

20/02133/FHA 2 Vicarage Rd, Potten End, HP4 2QZ No objection

Two storey side and rear extension

20/02278/FHA Pantiles, Rambling Way, Potten End, HP4 2SE No objection

Two storey front extension, single-storey rear extension, 1st floor extension and

outbuilding.

20/02311/TPO House in the Wood, The Common, Potten End, No objection

HP4 2SE
Works to trees.

b. Agreed the following planning applications submitted in the 21 days prior to
production of the agenda:

Reference Address Decision

number

20/02356/FHA The Baptist Chapel, The Front, Potten End, HP4 No objection
2QR
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Demolition of existing side porch to garden and construction of conservatory.

20/02537/LBC The Baptist Chapel, The Front, Potten End, HP4 No objection
2QR
Demolition of existing side porch to garden and construction of conservatory.

c. No planning applications had been received during the period 11" September 2020 and
17t September 2020:

d. High Ridge Farm
Noted that Dacorum Planning Enforcement had been asked to investigate a camp site on
the farm.

e. Reform of the planning system

Noted the proposed changes to the planning system announced by the UK Government
in August 2020.

f. Dacorum review of Licensing Policy

Resolved: to submit a no comment response to the Statement of Licensing Policy 2012-
2026 issued for consultation by Dacorum BC.

20/095 Resolved that under section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960
that the public and press should be excluded from items 20/097 and 20/098 of the
agenda of this meeting in view of the confidential nature of the business to be
discussed.

Clir Burfot had submitted a quote in respect of item 20/096. item 20/097 was a
personnel issue. Agreed unanimously

Clir Burfot left the meeting.
20/096 Boundary of allotment with 7 Homefield

Noted that three quotes for the replacement of the boundary fencing with the
allotments had been obtained.

Resolved that the cheapest quote be accepted. Agreed unanimously.
20/097 Clerk’s remuneration

Resolved: the proposed increase in the clerk’s hours was agreed unanimously.
20/098 Date and time of next meeting

7.30pm, Thursday 15" October 2020.

The meeting closed at 8:55pm.
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Income
Borough Council general income - - 21,028 21,028 20,765 263 1% -1,067 -5% 2019/20 includes CIL income
Open spaces income (inc Borough 240 700 19,157 26,042 24,772 1,270 5% 4,576 18% Repayment of water rates, increased rental from football
Council grants) pitch hire, increased income from burial ground
Total other income 2,201 - 2,249 2,249 2,000 249 11% -2,663  -118% 2 years VAT reclaimed in 2019/20
Total income 2,441 700 42,434 49,319 47,537 1,782 4% 846 2%
Expenditure
Personnel 726 726 4,357 9,634 11,000 1,366 14% -140 -1% includes contingency
Administration 25 297 2,892 4,507 5,330 423 9% -400 -8% includes contingency
Highways - - 402 552 275 =277 -50% 4,868 882% 2019/20 included purchase of SID warranty
Open spaces maintenance - 925 5,352 22,277 22,650 373 2% 1,453 7% 2019/20 included map expenditure
Grants/donations = - 350 2,500 2,500 -1,500  -60% Decision to make more funds avaitable for community
projects
Total regular expenditure 751 1,949 13,352 39,870 41,755 1,885 5% 4,281  11%
Net regular income/expenditure 1,690 -1,249 29,081 9,449 5,782 3,667 39% 4,322 5127  54%
One-off expenditure - - - 32,000 32,000 32,000
Total 751 1,949 11,404 71,870 73,755 1,885
Net total income/expenditure 1,690 -1,249 29,081 22,551 -26,218  -3,667 4,322 -26,873




