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2l.st Februa ry 2020

Minutes of Nettleden with Potten End Parish Council Meeting

held on Thursday, 20th February 2O2O

in the Church Room, Potten End, HP4 2QY at 7.30pm

Present:CllrsDBurfot,EBrennan,DGrimsdale,SNelson,HSmith,ESpanswick,RWright.

In attendance: Sir Mike Penning (MP - until 8.15pm), Mr T Douris (Ward Councillor), Mr lan
Thompson (Highways Locality Manager, Hertfordshire County Council- until 8.10pm) and twenty
members of the public.

20lOt? Apologies
Cllr D Westenholz-Smith's apologies for absence were accepted.

Mr K Furness' (Parish Warden) apologies for absence were noted.

lnterests
To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda

CIlr Grimsdale for item 20/078.b

Cllr Smith for item 2O/O2t.a (applications20lO01gg(FHA and 1O{O1I1O/LBCI

To note Cllr D Westenholz-Smith's interest in2Al021,.b (application
20/00186lFHA) notwithstanding her absence from the meeting.

To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests

None

To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate

None

Minutes
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting of the Council on the 15th January 2020
circulated to members be signed as a correct record. Agreed unanimously.

20lOL3

20lOt4

Public Issues

a. Some fence panels on The Common opposite Kiln Road had blown over in the
recent high winds and had been stacked blocking the pavement. Cllr Spanswick
had spoken to the house owner and they will be removed as soon as possible.

20lOts
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20lOt6

zOlOt7

20loL8

b. A question was asked regarding progress on a Village Plan. Cllr Burfot advised
that no action had been taken pending conclusion of the Village Map (see item
20/07e.a).

Report from the Parish Warden

a. Quarterly report on Parish assets
The report on Parish assets undertaken by the Parish Warden and Parish Clerk
was noted and the recommended remedial action which willtake place over
the course of the year was approved.

NationalTrust Report
a. The comments from Susie Mercer, NT General Manager Bedfordshire and

Hertfordshire regarding concerns about the extent of the Ashridge deer cull
which had been published on the councilwebsite and on the community
Facebook page were noted.

b. Emily Smith, Countryside Manager, Ashridge Estate for the National Trust had
reported that the tree felling work at Little Frithsden Copse of which the
Council had been advised in September 2019. Work had yet to start on the
hard standing but once completed the extraction of timber would be along
College Road and through Little Gaddesden.

Report and Update from the Traffic and Highways Working Party

a. Update on reducing the speed limit on The Common
lan Thompson, Highway Locality Manager, Hertfordshire County Council
explained that speed limits in the county were set in line with the county's
Speed Management Strategy by the Speed Management Group to achieve a

consistent approach to speed management across the county. They primarily
took into account existing speeds and the environment. From an environmental
perspective The Common could be classified as either a 40mph or a 50mph
route, but the existing high speeds ruled out reducing the 50mph section to
40mph.

There was significant public comment seeking to have the 50mph speed limit
reduced to 40mph, highlighting the risk posed by deer crossing the road, the
inconsistency in approach with other local roads, the danger posed to
pedestrians using the pavement and the fact that the white line was not central
and served to push vehicles toward the pavement.

Sir Mike Penning MP stressed the County Council's ability to apply common
sense in their interpretation of the rules, proposed that the authority work with
the local community to find an acceptable solution, and that a reduction in the
limit combined with an average speed camera might be a way forward. Cllr
Douris highlighted the inconsistency in Highways approach and the bizarre
nature of an argument that vehicles needed to be travelling more slowly before
a speed limit could be reduced.

Mr Thompson was asked to take note of the community's concerns and re-
open the request for a reduction in the speed limit. Sir Mike and Cllr Douris
undertook to write to Hertfordshire Highways asking that the earlier decision
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be re-assessed. Mr Thompson undertook to have the vegetation along the
pavement on The Common cut back to maximize the available space.

b. Hempstead Lane verge encroachment
The householder has been given 21 days from 5th February to produce plans
showing how the verge is to be re-instated.

c. Update on damage to the uerge at the aocess to 5 Acres Farm
Consideration of this item was deferred to the next meeting,

d. Bollard at end of School Gardens
Cllr Douris that this would be installed soon.

201019 Report and Update from the Open Spaces and Leisure Working Party

a. Village map
Copies of the village map were circulated to attendees and will be made
available at The Alford Arms, The Plough, Martins Pond, Cedar village store and
coffee shop, Little Heath Tea Room, the libraries at Berkhamsted, Hemel and
Tring, and the NationalTrust lnformation Centre at Ashridge. Cllrs Nelson and
Wright were thanked for their hard work in producing an excellent
advertisement for the village.

b. Village Sign

Resolved: that the village sign be re-painted by Peter Humphreys who has
offered to do so at no cost and that a contribution of f 50 be made to a charity
of his choice. Agreed unanimously.

c. Update on recreation ground refurbishment
Consideration of this item was deferred to the next meeting.

201020 Report and Update from the Finance and Administration Working Party

a. AnnualParishMeeting
The clerk is continuing to try to find a speaker for the Parish Meeting.

b. Church newsletter
Noted that as the newsletter was distributed throughout the parish and not
just to church goers that the council could contribute a short regular update
which Cllr Westenholz-Smith had offered to write. The church would have
editorial control but in the event of any problem would liaise with the council
before taking action.

Resolved: to contribute a monthly article summarizing the activities of the
Parish Council to the newsletter of Holy Trinity, and to donate f 350 toward the
costs of running the newsletter. Agreed unanimously.

c. Cricket club
Resolved: to pay f 192 for the cost of improving the drainage of the cricket
ground. Agreed unanimously.

d. Dangerous trees in sports field
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Following the recent storms three trees on the sports field had fallen or were
leaning dangerously.
Resolved: to accept a quote of f490 from Simon Baker to remove the trees.
Agreed unanimously.

e. To note accounts paid

Community Action
Dacorum

f. Approval of accounts to be paid

K Furness

A Farrow

Annual membership of Support4Dacorum
(paid by direct debit)

Parish Warden duties w/e 17101, to w/e
07102

Paper, ink, Parish phone, Drains for Lanes

and holders for map

Printing of village maps

f 36.00

f448.00

f 299.95

f 1,080.00Silverfine Ltd t/a
d2rCrossMedia

Samantha Symonds

DCVS

DCVS

Village map illustration and four walk
maps, leaflet layout.

Clerk's February salary

Monthly fee for payroll

f L,700.00

f727.11

Ezs.2A

f 87.60

f 10.00

f22.OO

f7.22

g. Note of payments received

UK Power Networks (rental for wayleave under Village Green)

Allotment rent

Great Gaddesden PC 5O% of annual cost of membership of the
Society of Local Council Clerks

Bank interest
(January)

h. Financialperformance

Payments authorised in February totalled f"4,28o.26 and are within the revised
budget agreed in October 2019 (see below).

The current year end projection is for a surplus of f3,400 at the end of the year
against a budgeted loss of f3,400. The projected surplus of f5,600 reported in
the previous month didn't take account of payments due for the map.

Projected income is up f3,500, largely as a result of greater than anticipated
VAT reimbursement and sports field rental (although both have yet to be
received). Projected costs are down f3,300, largely as a result of under-
expenditure on the recreation ground (f 1,200) and other small contingencies
not utilised.
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The risk assessment of the council's activities presented to the council was
reviewed and accepted. lt was noted that the public liability insurance for the
allotments duplicated the cover available from council's general policy and
need not be renewed. The document would be reviewed again in September
2024.

2OlO2! Report and update from the Planning Working Party

To note the following responses to planning applications submitted to
Dacorum BC since the last Council Meeting under the ClerlCs delegated
powers:

t9lo3228lOUr Land between Bremhill and South Winds, The
Common, Potten End, HP4 2QF
Construction of a detached dwelling on infill plot.

Objection lodged 29101,120. See supporting papers for
detail.

20lOOO41lFUL land adjacent to Frithsden House, Frithsden Copse,
Potten End, HP4 2RG

Construction of a new 6 bed dwelling house with
associated access.

Objection lodged 03/02/20. See supporting papers for
details

20100099/FHA
&
20lOOLO0lLBC

The Baptist Chapel, The Front, Potten End, HP4 2QR

Demolition of existing side porch to back garden,
replaced by construction of conservatory.

No objection

20lOsz]-uFHA 5 Hedgeside, Potten End, HP4 2RE

Demolition of garage and outbuilding, 2 storey side
extension & partial single storey front extension, new
rear patio.

No objection

b. To consider the following planning applications

1O|OOITT|TCA Nettleden House, Nettleden Rd, Nettleden.
Work to trees.

No objection

2OlOOtS6lFHA Little Heath Great Farm, tittle Heath, Berkhamsted,
HP4 2RT
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20lO22

Replacement of upvc swimming pool enclosure and

dining area with a timber framed building with glazed

roof lanterns.

No objection.

2O(OO2LO|FUL 17 Hempstead Lane, Potten End

Demolition of dwelling and construction of 2 new
buildings.

No objection.

2Ol0O227(FHA Mollcroft,59 Hempstead Lane, Potten End, HP4 2RZ

Demolition of existing outbuildings and construction
of replacement single storey residential annexe.

No objection.

c. To consider planning applications received during the period 14th February
2020 and 20th February 2020

2O|OO326{FHA Roseheath Wood Cottage, Bullbeggars Lane

Two storey rear extension and internal alterations
and removal of chimney.

A decision was deferred to allow further
consideration of the application.

Date and time of next meeting (Annual Parish Meeting).
7.30pm, Thursday 19th March 2020.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm
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lncome

Precept

Concurrent services

Allotments 10 140 lncome from plot rental on target. Re-

imbursement of water supply less than
budgeted, but more promised in 2O2O/21,

Administration 29 230

Burial Ground 350

Two anticipated interments didn't
materia lise.

Sports ground 8s0 Back payments due from school for use of
football pitch (f600) + football team rental
(f250). Both outstanding but agreed.

Recreation Ground
Open Spaces 88 151 Unbudgeted wayleave income from UK

Power Networks.

Highways

VAT reimbursed 2,804 Budget based on claim for just 2018 but
under-estimated. 2017 also claimed.

Total income 127 - 3,551

Payments

Clerk's salary -727 507

Warden's Fees -448 176

Warden's costs 35

Allotments 248

Administration -55 364

Training 160

Burial Ground 242

Recreation Ground 1,253

Open Spaces -3,0s0 43

Subscriptions 166

Donations

I nsurance 5

Churchyards

Highways 5,200 SID budgeted under highways rather than
s.137 (below)

st37 s,120

Total payments -4,280 3,281,

Net income/expenditure -4,153 6,832
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18,574 18,574

20.3ss 20,35s
1,560 1,,700

1,650 2,000

850

150 150

300

4,s00 1,700

48,330 44,779
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